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CENTER. 
BACKGROUND 
D u r i n g  t h e  s p r i n g  and summer o f  1942, t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  Government c a r r i e d  o u t  one o f  t h e  
l a r g e s t  c o n t r o l l e d  m i g r a t i o n s  i n  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  was 
the  movement o f  110,000 pepole  o f  Japanese descent 
f rom t h e i r  homes on t h e  P a c i f i c  Coast t o  t en  war- 
t ime  communit ies newly  cons t ruc ted  i n  seven s t a t e s  
west o f  t he  M i s s i s s i p p i  r i v e r .  
A t  t h a t  t i n e  i n v a s i o n  o f  t h e  West Coast ap- 
peared poss ib le ,  and t h e  Western Defense Command 
es tab l i shed  a zone composed o f  t he  western h a l f  o f  
Wash i ng ton  and Oregon, a1l o f  California  and t h e  
southern  t h i r d  o f  Ar izona,  from which a l l  people 
o f  J a p a n e s e  ancest ry  were excluded. There was no 
charge o f  mass d i s l o y a l t y  aga ins t  them. They were 
evacuated sole ly   on t h e  bas i s  o f  mili t a r y  necessi ty.  
Roughly two - th i  r ds  o f  t h e  110,0O0 i n d i v i d u a l s  i n -  
v o l v e d  i n  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  were N i s e i ,  o r  American 
c i t i z e n s  by b i r t h .  The remaining t h i r d  were I s s e i ,  
o r  Japanese immigrants who, i n  common w i t h  a l  l  o t h e r  
Or ien ta l s ,  had been denied t h e  r i g h t  o f  n a t u r a l i -  
z a tion. 
The evacuat ion  was conducted by t h e  Army. The 
evacuees were gathered a t  several  assembly centers  
f rom which thev  were s e n t  t o  t h e  t e n  r e l o c a t i o n  
centers.  A t  these p o i n t s  they became the  respons i -  
b i l  i t y  o f  t h e War Re loca t i on  Au tho r i t y ,  an aqency 
formed on March 18, 1942, under Execut ive  O rde r9102.  
Th is  new agency was delegated the  a u t h o r i t y  t o  f o r -  
mula te  and c a r r y  o u t  a program f o r  t h e  r e l o c a t i o n  
o f  these peop le  whose p a t t e r n  o f  l i f e  had been so 
summarily sha t te red  by the ex igenc ies  o f  war. 
EARLY PERIOD 
T h e r e l o c a t i o n   cen te rs  should n o t  be confused 
w i t h  i n t e r n m e n t  camps f o r  a l iens o f  enemy n a t i o n a l -  
i t y  s u s p e c t e d  o f  a c t s  o r  i n t e n t i o n s  a g a i n s t  t h e  
n a t i o n a l  secu r i t y .  They were e s t a b l  ished f o r  t h e  
m a j o r  p u r p o s e  o f  s e r v i n g  as  t e m p o r a r y  w a r t i m e  
homes where t h e  evacuees m igh t  l i v e  pendinq t h e i r  
r e - a b s o r p t i o n  i n t o  p r i v a t e  emoloyment and normal 
American life. 
Within t h e  centers  WRA sought t o  ma in ta in  i n -  
s o f a r  as p o s s i b l e  a l l  b a s i c  American i n s t i t u t i o n s .  
C i t i z e n s  were p r i v i l e g e d  t o  v o t e  by m a i l  i n  t h e  
communit ies where t h e y  fo rmer l y  resided.  Center 
newspapers were publ i shed  i n  wh ich  t h e  evacuees 
were allowed t o  exp ress  themselves  f r e e l y .  M a i l  
was uncensored; s e l  f government was encouraged; 
freedom o f  worship  was permit ted.  
Educat ion was s e t  up and ma inta ined a t  t h r e e  
l e v e l s :  nu rse ry ,  i n t e r m e d i a t e ,  and h i g h  school. 
E a r l y  i n  t h e   h i s t o r y  o f  t h e  c e n t e r s .  l eave was 
g i v e n  t o  s t u d e n t s  who c o u l d  a r r a n g e  t o  c o n t i n u e  
educat ion i n  colleges. Hosp i ta l  s  were es tab l ished   
and because o f  t h e  crowded c o n d i t i o n s ,  s p e c i a l  
s a n i t a r y  p r e c a u t i o n s  were adopted t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  
outbreak of epidemics. The evacuees ass i s ted  w i t h  
t h e  work necessary t o  t h e  maintenance o f  t h e  cen- 
te rs ,  f o r  which they rece ived a  nominal wage. Rec- 
r e a t i o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  wer e  encouraged. 
However, i n  s p i t e  o f  a l l  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  cen te rs  
were n o t  normal A m e r i c a n  communities. I n e v i t a b l y ,  
t h e  r e s idents tended t o  become i n s t i t u t i o n a l i z e d  
L i v i n g  s tanda rds  were n e v e r  much above t h e  b a r e  
s u b s i s t e n c e  level. Bar racks  were d i v i d e d  so  t h a t  
a  f a m i l y  o f  f o u r  o r  f i v e ,  t y p i c a l l y ,  occup ied  a  
s i n g l e  room twenty by t w e n t y - f i v e  fee t .  The G o v -  
ernment f u rn i shed  Army c o t s  and b lanke ts  and small 
h e a t i n g  stoves. Al o t h e r  f u r n i t u r e  was p r o v i d e d  
by  t h e  evacuees -- much o f  i t  b u i l t  f rom excess 
sc raps  o f  lumber. M e a l s  were s e r v e d  c a f e t e r i a  
sty le i n  c e n t r a l  mess halls a t  a  cos t  o f  l e s s  than 
f o r t y - f i v e  c e n t s  p e r  person p e r  day. A bath, laun- 
dry,  and t o i l e t  b u i l d i n g  was sha red  by  a l l  t h e  
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egress were c o n t r o l l e d   by m i l i t a r y  guards. 
The e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  environment was t o  d i s r u p t  
family l i f e  and t o  weaken p a r e n t a l  inf luence. The 
d i g n i t y  o f  t h e  home was los t .  The ne t  r e s u l t  was 
t o  encourage i n h i b i t i o n s  and f r u s t r a t i o n .  
SEGREGATION 
I t  was soon apparent t h a t  t h e r e  must be a sep- 
a r a t i o n  o f  thme r e s i d e n t s  who p r e f e r r e d  t o  iden- 
t i f y  themselves and t h e i r  f u t u r e  w i t h  Japan, from 
t h e  g r e a t  mass o f  c e n t e r  r e s i d e n t s  who n e i t h e r  
knew no r  p r e f e r r e d  o t h e r  than t h e  American way o f  
l i fe.  
According ly,  p l a n s  were made i n  May 1943, and 
announced i n  J u l y  1943, t o  segregate,  t h e  fo rmer  
category a t  t h e  Tule Lake cen te r  i n  no r the rn  Cali-
f o r n i  a, wh ich was d e s i g n a t e d  as  t h e  s e g r e g a t i o n  
center. The major  p a r t  o f  t h e  segregat ion movement 
took p lace i n  September and October, 1943, and was 
c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  War Department. 
MR. JOSBPE SAKAMOTO OF ELKHORN, W I S C O N S I N ,  
WORKING WITH H I S  NEIGHBORS.  T H E  SAKAMOTO 
FAMILY I S  ONE O F  THREE F A M I L I E S  FORMER RE- 
L O C A T I O N  CENTER R E S I D E N T S .  NOW OPERATING A  
V E G E T A B L E FARM. 
~
I nc luded  among the  segregants were: (1) persons t i o n  o f  f a m i l y  groups out o f  t h e  cen te rs  i n t o  pro- 
who had requested repa t  r ia t i o n  o r  expat  r ia t i o n  t o  duc t  ive,  normal  Americ an l i f e .  Hav ing  d i s r u p t e d  
Japan, (2) t h o s e  who re fused t o  p l e d g e  l o y a l t y  t o  t h e i r  home l i v e s  and f o r c e d  t h e i r  removal ,  t h e  
t h e  Un i ted  States, and (3) persons who, because o f  government assumed t h e  respons ib i l i t y  o f  f i n d i n g  
unfavorabJe i n t e l l  igence r e p o r t s  o r  o t h e r  records  new loca t i ons ,  new j o b  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  t h e  l o y a l  
i n d i c a t i o n  o f  p o t e n t i a l  danger to,  t h e  n a t i o n a l  se- Japanese Americans. Thi s  program, begun i n  1942, 
c u r i t y ,  were found t o  be i n e l i g i b l e  t o  leave r e l o -  was e x p a  nded, developed and impl emented u n t i l  i t
c a t  ion  cen te rs  under WRA l e a v e  clearance procedures. became t h e  m o s t  impor tant  phase o f  WRA opera t i ons .   
A f o u r t h  group, o f  cons i  derab l  e s ize,  was composed 
o f  t h e  f a m i l i e s  and debendent  r e l a t i v e s  o f  t h e  During 1943 p rocedura l  techniques were devel- 
segregants.  I n c l u d e d  i n  t h e s e  f o u r  groups were oped which speeded l eave  c learance f o r  evacuees de- 
undoubted lya number o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s, p a r t i c u l a r l y  p a r t i n g  both f o r  i n d e f i n i t e  l eave  and f o r  temoorary 
o l d e r  persons, who chose t o  be segregated because work. Considerable t ime  and thought were spent i n  
t h e y  f e l t  t h a t  by so d o i n g  t h e y  wou ld  have t h e  d e v e l o p i n g  mach inery  f o r  r e l o c a t i n g  o l d e r  I s s e i  
refuge o f  a  c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  war period. T u l e  r e s i -  and family groups. The young, energet ic ,  sk i l l edd
e n t s  n o t  f a l l i n g  i n  any o f  t h e s e  groups  were  N i s ei  were p laced easi ly .  
t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  r e l o c a t i o n  centers. The t o t a l  pop- 
u l a t i o n  a t  Tu le  Lake, a s  o f  May 12, 1945 was 17,887 Many evacuees fea red t h e  c o n d i t i o n s  they  m i g h t  
o f  t h i s  number*more t h a n  o n e - f o u r t h  a r e  m i n o r  meet o u t s i d e  t h e  cen te rs .  T h e i r  c o n f i d e n c e  i n  
children. themselves and i n  t h e  government had been shaken. 
They had been uprooted once and were r e l u c t a n t  t o  
MIDDLE PERIOD face another ,adjustment. 
T h e  p e r i o d  f o l l o w i n g  s e g r e g a t i o n  was marked Because o f  t h i s  u n d e r s t a n d a b l e  re luc tance ,  
by a growing emphasis on t h e  need t o  speed re loca-  committeesti were es tab l i shed   w i t h i n  centers  t o  fos-  
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t e r  r e l o c a t i o n  sentiment. Uel W e l f a r e  counse lors  ana- 
l y z e d  t h e  needs o f  f a m i l i e s  r e q u i r i n g  p u b l i c  as- 
s i s t a n c e  and a t t e m p t e d  t o  work  o u t  s o l u t i o n s  
through r e f e r r a l  t o  l o c a l  w e l f a r e  agencies i n  t h e  
communit ies o f  reset t lement .  Smalll g r a n t s  o f  as- 
s i s t a n c e  were made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t hose  f a m i l i e s  i n  
need o f  f inances t o  re locate .  Railroad fa res  were 
p a i d  t o  p o i n t s  o f  r e l o c a t i o n  and sma l l  sums ad- 
vanced t o  meet expenses f o r  t h e  f i r s t  few days. 
Community s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  evacuees was en- 
l i s t e d  th rough t h e  c o o p e r a t i o n  o f  l o c a l  business, 
R e l i g i o u s  and w e l f a r e  o rgan i za t i ons .  I n  many s t a t e s  
h o s t e l s  were s e t  up t o  p r o v i d e  temporary  hous ing  
f o r  evacuees d u r i n g  t h e  t r y i n g  p e r i o d  between t h e i  r 
depa r tu re  f rom t h e  c e n t e r  and t h e i r  es tab l i shmen t  
i n  new communities. 
Most encouraging t o  WRA was t h e  s t e a d i l y  broad- 
e n i n g  f i e l d  o f  employment i n  wh ich  evacuees were 
placed. I n  t h e  e a r l y  p e r i o d ,  t h e  demand was a l -  
most e x c l u s i v e l y  f o r  domest ics and farm laborers .  
Gradually, the  more s k i l l e d  and p r o f e s s i o n a l  f i e l d s  
were opened t o  Japanese Americans. Dental ass i  s t -  
ants, mach in is ts ,  l a b o r a t o r y  t echn i c ians ,  pho tog- 
raphers, o f f i c e  and f a c t o r y  work a r e  among t h e  po- 
s i t i o n s  f i l l e d  by t h e  evacuees. 
R e l o c a t i o n  f rom t h e  c e n t e r s  has  t e n d e d  t o  
spread t h e  Japanese American popu l  a ti o n  somewhat 
more even ly  across  t h e  coun t r y  t han  i n  t h e  prewar 
p e r i o d  when about  90 p e r c e n t  were l o c a t e d  a l o n g  
t h e  West Coast. More than  8,000 have s e t t l e d  i n  
I l l i n o i s ,  m o s t  o f  these i n  t h e  v i c i n i t y  o f  Chicago; 
Michigan has p rov ided  homes f o r  almost 2 ,000 ;  Cleve- 
land and t h e  Great Lakes area o f  Ohio have absorbed 
more than  2500; w h i l e  a f a i r l y  l a r g e  number have 
found homes i n  New England. Utah, Idaho and Minne- 
sota, i n  t h e  o r d e r  named, have p rov ided  oppor tun i -  
t i e s  f o r  an i n c r e a s i n g  number o f  evacuees. As o f  
May 1, t h e  number r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e  West Coast was 
l ess than 4,000. 
Public a t t i t u d e  i n  general toward t h e  evacuee 
group was g r e a t l y  improved by t h e  b r i l l i a n t  record  
o f  t h e  Japanese American so ld ie rs .  On January 20, 
1944, Nat iona l  S e l e c t i v e  Serv ice  announced t h a t  i n -  
duc t i on  o f  N i s e i  i n t o  t h e  Amy through t h e  r e g u l a r  
d r a f t  procedure,  which had been suspended I n  t h e  
s p r i n g  o f  1942, would be resumed. Later ,  t h e  442nd 
Combat Team, composed wholly o f  N i s e i  (both volun- 
t e e r  and selectees) covered i t s e l f  w i t h  g lory.  As 
o f  A p r i l  9, 1945, t h i s  Team had won two Pres iden-  
t i a l  C i t a t i o n s , 3 1 D i s t i n g u i s h e d  Se rv i ce  Crosses, 
183 S i l v e r  Stars, .  218 Bronze Stars, 64  D i v i  s i ona l  
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C i t a t i o n s  and 3007 Pu rp le  Hearts. Such i n d i v i d u a l  
heroism and h i g h  group mora le  brought  p r a i s e  from 
army o f f i c e r s  and acc la im from the  American press. 
Many Japanese Americans vo lunteered f o r  s e r v i c e  i n  
t h e  Pac i f i c .  
F I N A L  PERIOD 
T h e  WRA has always f e l t  t h a t  r e l o c a t i o n  c o u l d  
n o t  be completed as l o n g  as pe rm iss ion  t o  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  West Coast was denied t o  t h e  Japanese Ameri- 
cans. Many o f  t h e  evacuees held p r o p e r t y ,  bo th  
r e a l  and pe rsona l ,  i n  t h a t  a rea  and were under -  
standab ly rel u c t a n t  t o  r e s e t t l e  i n  o t h e r  s e c t i o n s  
o f  t h e  country. However, when t h e  West Coast ex- 
c l u s i o n  ban was l i f t e d  on January 2, 1945, t h e  re- 
l o c a t i o n  program entered i t s  f i n a l  phase. 
The WRA leave r e g u l a t i o n s  were revoked, and 
t h e  War Department assumed r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  de- 
t e r m i n i n g  who were t o  be p e r m i t t e d  t o  l e a v e  t h e  
c e n t e r s  and who were t o  b e  p e r m i t t e d  t o  l o c a t e  on 
t h e  West Coast. Concurrent ly ,  t h e  D i r e c t o r  o f  WRA 
pub l icly announced t h a t  all r e l o c a t i o n c e n t e r s  
would c l o s e  and set January 2, 1946 as t h e  c l o s i n g  
date. 
I n  o r d e r  t o  f a c i l i t a t e  l i q u i d a t i o n ,  new area 
o f f i c e s  were es tab l i  shed on t h e  West Coast and i n  
t h e  South i nc reas ing  t h e  number o f  such o f f  i c e s  t o  
ten, each w i t h  a r e s i  dent supervisor. Sub-off i ces  
were l o c a t e d  i n  c i t i e s  t h roughou t  t h e  count ry .  as 
needed. By t h e  end o f  A p r i l ,  1945, t h e r e  were 48 
o f  these d i s t r i c t  o f f i ces .  The h o s t e l s  and commun- 
i t y  c o n t a c t s  u t i l  i z e d  i n  t h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  were 
expanded in number and became i n c r e a s i n g l y  i impor- 
t an t .  As f a m i l  i e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y  re located,  o t h e r  
f a m i l i e s  were drawn out. 
The Jerome R e l o c a t i o n  Center  l o c a t e d  i n  A r -  
kansas was t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h e  t e n  cen te rs  t o  close. 
D e c i s i o n  t o  c l o s e  t h i s  c e n t e r  was announced I n  
February, 1944. It was o f f i c i a l l y  c losed June 30, 
1944, by wh ich  t i m e  t h e  rema in ing  p o p u l a t i o n  had 
been t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  o t h e r  cen te rs .  S ince  T u l e  
Lake had become a seg rega t i on  cen te r ,  and was no 
l o n g e r  a r e l o c a t i o n  cen te r ,  t h e r e  remained e i g h t  
r e l o c a t i o n  cen ters:  Cen t ra l  Utah, Colorado River, 
G i l a  R i ve r ,  Granada, H e a r t  Mountain,  Manzanar, 
Minidoka and Rohwer, w i t h  a t o t a l  popu la t i on  as o f  
A p r i l  28. 1945. o f  54,2262
As t h e  W R A  program e n t e r s  i t s  f i n a l  phase, 
one o f  t h e  s t r a n g e s t  chap te rs  o f  American h i  s t o r y  
draws t o  a close. Never be fo re  has t h e  government 
o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a program re-  
s t r i c t i n g  t h e  f u l l  movement o f  i t s  c i t i z e n s  s o l e l y  
on t h e  b a s i s  o f  ancestry .  The f u l l  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  
u p r o o t i n g  o f  an e n t i  r e  seqment o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  
c a n n o t  b e  measured u n t i l  t i m e  h a s  overcome t h e  
f r u s t r a t i o n s  and erased t h e  resentments. 
THREE N I S E I  CADET NURSES AT THE KANSAS C I T Y  
GENERAL H O S P I T A L .  ALL THREE OF THESE G I R L S  
HAVE L I V E D  I N  RELOCATION CENTERS.  
I1 IIII I l l  I I I  
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I AREA OFFICES
NEW ENGLAND AREA NORTH CENTRAL AREA
1700 Federal P. O. Bldg. Room 204,226 West Jac~on Blvd.
Boston 9, ~ss. Chicago 6, Illinois
MIDDLE ATLANTIC AREA WESTERN PLAINS AREA
Room 5516, 350 Fifth Ave. Midland Savings Bldg.
New York 1, N. Y. Denver 2. Colorado
SOUTHERN AREA NORTHERN CALIFORNIA AREA
238 Saratoga St. 461 ~rket Street
_.1dustries Bldg. Sheldon Bldg.
New Orleans, Ia. San Francisco 5, California
PACIFIC NORTHWEST AREA
INTERMOUNTAIN AREA 309 Walker Bldg.
234 Atlas Bldg. 1306 Second Ave.
Salt lake City 1, Utah Seattle 1, Washington
GREAT LAKES AREA SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 4 ARIZONA AREA
960 Union Commerce Bldg. 1031 Sooth Brmdway .
Cleveland 14. (I1fl' Los Angeles 15, California
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